Over the past two decades our society has become increasingly dependent upon computers. I remember in the 1970s when it was predicted that soon one of every four homes in the United States would own a calculator. At the time, I was naive enough to doubt the statistic. Today calculators are ubiquitous, even distributed as promotional items by supermarkets and drug companies. Computers soon followed and are infiltrating every aspect of life. Presently 25 % of all American homes have a personal computer and 2 million households have access to electronic bulletin boards (personal communication, A. Bose, Link Resources, 1991) .
Medicine has become increasingly dependent upon computers also. Currently, 40 % of medical and healthrelated small businesses are computerized, with an average of two personal computers for every 10 employees (personal communication, A. Bose). Forty-four percent of all otolaryngologists have a personal computer in their home and/or office (personal communication, Business Mailers, Inc, 1991) . Tasks such as office billing, appointment scheduling, and literature searching can now be automated and laboratory and radiologic test results can be immediately retrieved. Computers have directly improved our ability to make diagnoses and treat patients. The first truly revolutionary application of computer science to health care was the computerized tomographic scan. Other uses loom on the horizon that will, without much doubt, apply artificial intelligence in the formulation of a differential diagnosis and even in the application of image-directed robotics in surgical procedures.
Computer programming and software development are viewed currently by most postgraduate institutions as an academic activity and are awarded academic credit toward advancement. However, despite this, only a few peer-reviewed journals are currently informing their readers about new software. The most prominent examples are lAMA and Science. In response to this rapidly growing and changing field, the ANNALS is establishing a computer software review section. This section will feature reviews of software submitted by authors and manuscripts describing computer applications in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery. 
